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TRANSFORMATION 12: CONTEMPORARY WORKS IN WOOD OPENS AT CONTEMPORARY CRAFT 

 
PITTSBURGH, PA (August 2025) – Contemporary Craft (CC) is pleased to announce the opening of the 2025 
Elizabeth R. Raphael Founder’s Prize Exhibition, Transformation 12: Contemporary Works in Wood, on 
September 19, 2025. This triennial exhibition will run September 19, 2025 through January 17, 2026. The 
opening reception is Friday, September 19, 5:30 – 8:00 PM and is free and open to the public. The winner of 
the Raphael Prize and selection of honorable mentions will be announced during the event. 
 
Transformation 12: Contemporary Works in Wood features new work by 19 emerging or mid-career artists 
exploring the expressive and technical possibilities of wood. These finalists hail from around the world, with 
each bringing a versatile creative vision and technical excellence. Through a variety of techniques, these 
artists transform raw and reclaimed material into compelling work. Their diverse approaches redefine the field, 
offering a dialogue between material, technique, and artistic innovation. 
 
The 2025 Raphael finalists are: Per Brandstedt, Stockholm, Sweden; Christian Burchard, Hamburg, Germany; 
Vivian Chiu, Los Angeles, CA; Seth Clark, Providence, RI; Kyle Cottier, Louisville, KY; Michael Ferris, Chicago, 
IL; Aspen Golann, Newton, MA; Katie Hudnall, Alexandria, VA; Rex Kalehoff, New York, NY; Stephen KP, 
Milwaukee, WI; Klara Knutsson, Örtomta/Linköping, Sweden; Ron Layport, Elyria, OH; Adam John Manley, 
Adirondacks, NY; Jack Mauch, Sandwich, NH; James Maurelle, San Francisco, CA; Edgar Orlaineta, Mexico 
City, Mexico; Ellie Richards, Greenbelt, MD; Sylvie Rosenthal, New Haven, CT; Travis Townsend, Butler, PA.  
 
Artist bios can be found at https://contemporarycraft.org/exhibition/transformation-12-contemporary-works-
in-wood/artist-profiles/ 
 
“Since its inception in 1997, the Elizabeth R. Raphael Funder’s Prize exhibition has built a meaningful legacy 
of recognizing artists for their contributions to the field of contemporary craft,” said CC Director of Visual 
Engagement Yu-San Cheng. “This latest iteration, Transformation 12: Contemporary Works in Wood, features 
19 artists, who employ a wide range of techniques and continue to challenge and expand the definition of the 
medium. Through their practices, this exhibition captures a series of visual conversations that reflect 
emerging directions and current trends shaping the contemporary craft landscape.” 
 
Established in 1997, the Elizabeth R. Raphael Founder’s Prize is named after Contemporary Craft’s founder 
Elizabeth Raphael. The 2025 prize will be awarded in the category of wood, on the basis of an entry that has 
been created within the previous 12 months and addresses the theme of “transformation.” The Raphael 
Founder’s Prize exhibition is vitally important to advancing the field of contemporary craft and provides a 
platform for artists working at the cutting edge in craft media (glass, wood, metal, clay, and found materials). 
The winning artist will receive a $5,000 cash prize and recognition through an exhibition feature, a catalog, 
and a professionally produced video. 
 
The jury for the 2025 prize includes Christopher Kurtz, Artist and Founder of Christopher Kurtz Studio, 
Hudson Valley, NY; Jennifer-Navva Milliken, Executive Director and Curator of the Museum for Art in Wood, 
Philadelphia, PA; Catherine Raphael, Artist, Writer, Philanthropist, Daughter of Elizabeth Rockwell Raphael, 
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Pittsburgh, PA; Rachel Saul Rearick, Executive Director of Contemporary Craft; and Yu-San Cheng, Director 
of Visual Engagement at Contemporary Craft. 
 
Opening Weekend Events 
Opening Reception: Friday, September 19, 5:30 – 8:00 PM. Free and open to the public. Join us as we 
celebrate the opening of Transformation 12: Contemporary Works in Wood. The winner of the Raphael Prize 
and selection of honorable mentions will be announced during the event. 
 
Artist-Led Gallery Tour: Saturday, September 20, 11:00 AM – 12:30 PM. Free, registration required. 
Transformation 12 artists will be in the gallery discussing their work and answering questions from visitors.  
 
Guided Gallery Tours 
All gallery tours are free, but registration is required.  
Saturday, October 18, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Saturday, November 22, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Saturday, January 17, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
 
Transformation 12: Contemporary Works in Wood and the Elizabeth R. Raphael Founder’s Prize are made 
possible by Leonard J. Kreppel and the Lydon Innovation Fund. General operating support for Contemporary 
Craft is provided by Allegheny Regional Asset District, The Heinz Endowments, Windgate Foundation, Cathy 
Raphael, Opportunity Fund, the Elizabeth R. Raphael Fund of The Pittsburgh Foundation, the Pennsylvania 
Council on the Arts, David Zeve, Anonymous foundation, The George G Fund, Giant Eagle Foundation, and 
by private donations.  
 
About Contemporary Craft 
Presenting contemporary art in craft materials by regional, national, and international artists since 1971, 
Contemporary Craft offers cutting edge exhibitions focusing on multicultural diversity and contemporary art, 
as well as a range of artist-led studio workshops, community engagement programs, and a store featuring 
work by top artists from across the country. Located at 5645 and 5688 Butler Street in Pittsburgh, PA, 
Contemporary Craft’s exhibitions are free to the public.  
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