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CONTEMPORARY CRAFT ANNOUNCES TRANSFORMATIVE $2.5 MILLION ENDOWMENT 

 
PITTSBURGH, PA (May 2025) – Contemporary Craft (CC) is pleased to announce the establishment of a $2.5 
million endowment by the Windgate Foundation. This transformative gift is designated for the support of 
programs and operations and comes at an exciting time for the organization, as Contemporary Craft just 
celebrated its recent expansion with a ribbon cutting ceremony at the new Timmons Studios on May 15, 
2025. The gift was made by the Windgate Foundation through the Arkansas Community Foundation, for the 
benefit of Contemporary Craft. An endowment is a financial donation made to an institution with the intention 
of it being used in perpetuity. The money donated is typically invested, and the earnings from the investment 
are used to fund the organization’s mission. 
 
In addition to the endowment, the Windgate Foundation has also awarded Contemporary Craft a multi-year 
grant of $360,000 for the organization’s expansion and studio programming. The newly established wood 
studio will be known going forward as the Windgate Wood Studio.  
 
These gifts will enable the organization to continue to celebrate and share the field of craft through high-
caliber exhibitions, workshops, and the community programming that people have come to love and expect 
from Contemporary Craft.  
 
“We are both honored and humbled by the investment that the Windgate Foundation has made into 
Contemporary Craft, here in Pittsburgh,” said CC Executive Director Rachel Saul Rearick. “The news that the 
Windgate Foundation has designated a $2.5M dollar endowment to Contemporary Craft allows us to move 
forward in our expansion with great confidence in our ability to continue to imagine more with artists and 
community members. These funds will assure stable operations for years to come.” 
 
Beyond the gift of the endowment, Rearick says, “The support for our new wood studio will ensure that we 
have the capacity to grow workshop offerings and provide our artists in residence with access to additional 
tools and equipment, so that they can invest in their artist practice more holistically.  Furthermore, the studio 
will offer our regional woodworking community a home, where guilds can gather for formal and informal 
learning with one another. The Windgate Foundation is a champion for craft in America, and to have this level 
of support from them feels paramount to all of us at Contemporary Craft.” 
 
Contemporary Craft’s Expansion 
In February 2025, Contemporary Craft announced the purchase of a second facility, along with a 
corresponding $4.5 million capital campaign, marking a major expansion for the organization. The newly 
acquired building, known moving forward as the Timmons Studios, sits directly across the street from CC’s 
existing facility. Doubling the organization’s square footage, this expansion has enabled Contemporary Craft 
to build out the fibers and metals programs, reintroduce a woodworking studio, and begin planning the build-
out of a new blacksmithing studio. The expansion also includes a designated studio for National Artists-in-
Residence and a gallery space dedicated to regional artists. For more information on the expansion, visit 
https://contemporarycraft.org/imagine-more/ 
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"We are incredibly honored to receive the commitment for the naming of the wood studio plus an 
Endowment, from the Windgate Foundation.  Their support will advance the work of our organization and 
enable us the opportunity to better serve craft artists for decades.  We're looking forward to continuing to 
bring forward cutting edge exhibitions, provide world-class workshops, and represent craft artists through our 
flagship retail store," said Capital Campaign Chair and Board member, David Zeve. 
 
About Contemporary Craft 
Presenting contemporary art in craft materials by regional, national, and international artists since 1971, 
Contemporary Craft offers cutting-edge exhibitions, as well as a range of artist-led studio workshops, 
community engagement programs, and a store featuring work by artists from across the country. Located at 
5645 and 5680 Butler Street in Pittsburgh, PA, Contemporary Craft’s exhibitions are free to the public.  
 
About the Windgate Foundation 
The Windgate Foundation, based in Little Rock Arkansas, is a private foundation established in 1993 whose 
purpose is to advance contemporary craft and strengthen visual arts education in the United States. 
Education, health, and community initiatives are an additional area of focus in Arkansas. 
 
 
 


