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Contemporary Craft Announces Expansion with Purchase of Second Building

PITTSBURGH, PA (February 4, 2025) - Contemporary Craft (CC) is thrilled to announce a major
expansion with the purchase of a new property. Located at 5688 Butler Street, the newly acquired
building sits across the street from CC’s existing facility. This expansion doubles the organization’s
square footage, creating a craft center in the heart of Pittsburgh and ushering in Contemporary
Craft’s next chapter as a preeminent urban craft school experience.

Today, Contemporary Craft closed on the former Hunter Saw Building, to be known going forward
as the Contemporary Craft Timmons Studios. With this closing, the organization is publicly launching
a $4.5 million capital campaign.

With more than 50 years of innovative programming, Contemporary Craft has become known across
the region and country as an artistic asset. A strong interest in craft and a continuing demand for
increased education and exhibition opportunities meant that the organization needed to expand.
After completing a months-long research project and a space allocation audit, it was determined
that the organization was at a deficit of nearly 9,000 square feet to meet immediate demand, and
there was roughly another 2,000 sq ft needed to address growth planning. The Timmons Studios will
offer Contemporary Craft an additional 13,000 square feet to build out the fibers and metals
programs, reintroduce a woodworking studio, and build out a new blacksmithing studio. With the
addition of the Timmons Studios, space in the current facility will also be adjusted to create a small
gallery dedicated to the exhibition of regional artists; with the main gallery remaining focused on
national and international craft artists.

“This is an incredible moment for Contemporary Craft and Pittsburgh. Our expansion will not only
serve our regional community, but it will also allow us to grow our national and international
programming,” said Contemporary Craft Executive Director Rachel Saul Rearick. “I’'m honored to be
at the organization during this period of growth, and | have so much gratitude for the dedication of
our staff and board. We’re excited to make Pittsburgh the heart of craft.”

Here is a look at the future Contemporary Craft Campus:

Fiber: All fiber programs will move into the Timmons Studios, with a fiber studio large enough to
accommodate the ever-growing weaving program, which has gone from two looms in 2021 to a total
of 32 looms today. There will also be the addition of a wet fiber studio that will house workshops
such as welt felting and paper making, and a courtyard, where plants will be grown to support a
natural dyeing workshop series.

Metals: After completing the Metals 1 and Metals 2 foundational series, students are looking for
workshops in more advanced techniques. With the fiber studio moving across the street to the
Timmons Studios, the current location will now house two metals studios, enabling CC to offer
double the number of metals workshops and focus on presenting advanced and specialized
techniques alongside basic metalsmithing.
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Blacksmithing: Contemporary Craft has never been able to offer more than day-long forging
workshops. The new Timmons Studios has a large space ideal for an urban blacksmithing studio.
This space provides CC with the opportunity to launch blacksmithing offerings such as artist
focused workshops, community workshops, and skilled trade readiness programs.

Wood: Since Contemporary Craft relocated to Lawrenceville in 2020, all of the wood studio
equipment has been in storage, due to the space constraints in the current facility. The Timmons
Studios provides the opportunity to have a dedicated wood studio and reintroduce wood workshops
such as wood turning, carving, and small-scale furniture building into Contemporary Craft’s
offerings.

Artist Support: There is an immense amount of potential for continued growth in CC’s National
Artist-in-Residence program. This expansion provides additional private studio space for the
residents, so they will have ample and adequate space for their work and storage of materials.

Exhibition Space: Through some space reallocation, this expansion will see the introduction of a
small-scale gallery in the existing facility. The space will be focused on providing opportunities for
regional artists and guilds to showcase their work.

The new facility as noted will be called the Timmons Studios (5688 Butler St). Contemporary Craft’s
existing facility will henceforth be called the Contemporary Craft Raphael Building (5645 Butler St).
With this expansion, Contemporary Craft looks forward to serving as the artistic anchor and gateway
for the Lawrenceville neighborhood.

Alexander Neal, Board Chair of Contemporary Craft added, “We are delighted to share the news of
this strategic expansion which affords space for sustained growth, right in our own Lawrenceville
neighborhood. Expanding CC’s sought-after educational programs further raises our national profile
as a destination for craft, and as a valuable resource in our region. | am so proud of the ways that
our fantastic staff and community have rallied to support this incredible opportunity in a short period
of time.”

The Hunter Saw Building (Timmons Studios) recently underwent a complete renovation by architects
Doug and Liza Cruze, making the space move-in ready. Contemporary Craft has a projected move-
in date of February 2025. There will be a phased onboarding of studios, with the final completion
slated for summer of 2025.

To learn more about the Timmons Studios and the expansion, visit contemporarycraft.org/imagine-
more

About Contemporary Craft

Presenting contemporary art in craft materials by regional, national, and international artists since
1971, Contemporary Craft offers cutting edge exhibitions focusing on multicultural diversity and
contemporary art, as well as a range of artist-led studio workshops, community engagement
programs, and a store featuring work by top artists from across the country. Located at 5645 Butler
Street in Pittsburgh, PA, Contemporary Craft’s exhibitions are free to the public.
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